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:) MBA Architects is an independent architectural practice
founded by Matteo Borsetti, working across architecture,

temporary systems, landscape and research.

The practice explores how architecture can respond

Independent architectural practice to changing environments through lightweight, adaptable

London - International

and reversible systems.

Our work moves between built architecture, temporary

installations, exhibitions, competitions and research-led
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projects, combining design, construction and spatial

experimentation.

Rather than treating architecture as a fixed object,
MBA Architects investigates it as an evolving process —

one that can transform spaces, activate residual landscapes

and create new relationships between people, materials

and the environment.

www.matteoborsetti.com

ARCHITECTURE
TEMPORARY SYSTEMS

LANDSCAPE
RESEARCH FROM TEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE TO LIVING RESEARCH.
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PERIMETE
FIELD

A LIVING LABORATORY

Perimeter Field is an ongoing research
programme that uses immersive temporary
installations as experimental environments
to investigate the relationship between
people and space.

Each installation is both an architectural
prototype and a research instrument.

FULL-SCALE MODULAR
CONFIGURATION STUDIES

Testing the adaptability of the
recovered photovoltatic frame.

01 FOLDED 02 INCLINED

03 EXTENDED

TYPE Temporary landscape installation

LOCATION Ferrarn, Haly

STATUS Bt / Research throsgh Design

YEAR 2026

CONCEPT HOW IT WORKS

The project consists of a series of modular frames
that define a path and create immersive spatial
sequences through light, sound, material and
landscape.

Visitors move along the perimeter, experiencing
continuous shifts in atmosphene and perception,
Their respanses and behamiours become the
peimary source of research data.

RESEARCH AREAS

vy
MODULAR :Oi IMMERSIVE
SYSTEM “ITV EXPERIENCE

Lightweight,
reconfigurabie
frames. adoptable
to differant
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i th research

Perimeter Field is not a finished object.
It is a process of continuous experimentation, observation and learning.

04 SUPPORTED 5 VERTICAL / FOLDED 06 CROSS CONFIGURATION
Full-scale vesting of the recovered photovoliaic frames demonstrates how a single

Bghtweight component can generate multiple spatial conditions through rotation,

inclination and repositioning. The irame Becormes an adeptable device capable of

responding to diferent spatial arrangements, environmental conditions and

pattarns of movamant,
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BuILD EXPERIENCE DBSERVE
Ful-scalke Visiters interact Data and
tesmporary with space behavioursl
installation and atmosphere obeorvation
STRUCTURE
N Extruched aluminium profile
U 28 x 166 om frame
50« 30 mm profite
DATA & ITERATION & Designed to provide maximum
OBSERVATION LEARNING stiffreeas whiie maintaining
Bohaioural Each inatalation a Bghtwoight and fully rovorsibie
eation; apatil goneratas o construction system
tracking and qusiiative that inforens the -’fi_._ — _,7'
toedback are coectd dasign of the nest. | = ] 30 mm
and anafysed __ 17
80 mm
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ANALYSE ITERATE
Interpretation Krieledge
e knowledge informs rew
peneralion designs

MEMBRANE PERFORMANCE

The transhicent woven membrane
filters natural and artificial light
wiile maintaining visual permeabilty.
Its optical properties generate
diffuse Hlumination, soft shadows
and changing atmosphernic
conditions throughout the day.

Matteo Borsetti
Architect | Researcher
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FIXING DETAIL

The membrane s tensioned
ta the aluminium frame using
elastic cond and nylon fixing
discs. This reversible fixing
system ensures congtant
tengton, flexibility and rapid
atsembly without permaneant
connections.

infoi@matteoborsetii.com

www.matteoborsetti.com
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GAZA'S FUTURE

REIMAGINING GAZA
A SUSTAINABLE VISION BY THE MEDITERRANEAN

A long-term vision for Gaza's reconstruction
based on sustainability, agriculture, renewable
energy and resilient communities.

The project proposes a new relationship
between city and landscape, where urban
development strengthens food production,
water management and social cohesion.

TYPE Visionary Masterplan

LOCATION Gaza Strip, Palestine /
STATUS Concept ISRAEL
YEAR 2024 EGYF

' o 3
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SUSTAINABLE WATER x i RENEWABLE o RESILIENT ECOLOGICAL MODULAR &
@ AGRICULTURE MANAGEMENT _"O’_ ENERGY O~ 0  COMMUNITIES Z}a CORRIDORS O ADAPTABLE
- -

Q-@ Strengthening food Efficient systems far L4 T Clean energy ' l i I Inclusive public Restoring natural Phased and flexible
sovereignty through water collection, infrastructure for spaces and mixed-use acosystems and development to
urban and peri-urban reuse and desalinatian. resilient and neighbourhoods connecting green respond to changing
farming, decentralized systems fer social cohesion. networks. needs,

A VISION FOR A RESILIENT COASTAL TERRITORY AGRICULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE WATER & ENERGY STRATEGIES LOCATION: GAZA STRIP

WATER COLLECTION
& STORAGE

WASTIWATER REREWADE
THEATMENT ENERQY

CLSALINATION

&k

Rebuilding Gaza is not only about infrastructure,
but about creating a sustainable and just future for its people.
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Mattec Borsetti |
Architect | Researcher

EGYPT

info@mattecbhorsetticom

ISRAEL

www.mattecborsetticom



OLIVETTI AREA B - PROGRAM & CIRCULATION DIAGRAM
CIVIC PLATFORM + BRIDGE CONNECTION + THEATRE VOLUME
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OLIVETTI THEATRE

Tt
ARCHITECTURE AS CIVIC INFRASTRUCTURE S

A

ROOF GARDEN — oo

The project completes the Olivetti campus by
introducing a civic platform connecting culture,
work and eommunity.

RESIDENCES

A permeable ground floor creates a public portico

= i
linking the city with the theatre. CONGRIING = f._-['t- W e o
" 4 ;:-‘d - L
The multifunctional building supports everyday ;“:.«.nﬁf':.‘p

activities while the theatre becomes the cultural

heart of the complex. WELLMESS

The extensive green roof system — recognized
through the ISOPAM “Flat Roof™ Gold Mentien —
integrates vegetation, photovoltaic panels, passive
cooling strategies, rainwater management, and
accessible outdoor environments.

PUBLIC
PORTICO /
PIAZZA

TYPE Adaptive Reuse / Cultural
LOCATION Ivrea, ltaly THEATRE
STATUS Concept
YEAR 2026
BACKSTAGE
CULTURAL HERITAGE 09 ¢ CIVIC CONNECTOR FLEXIBLE SPACES PUBLIC REALM e SUSTAINABLE APPROACH ("_‘\ ACTIVE INFRASTRUCTURE
Preserving Figini & Polfini's 1 |' | Theatre as a bridge @ Adaptable performance @ New landscaped _,Q: Respect for existing v A living cultural hub
madernist architecture while between institutions, araas and public spaces enhance resources and that generates value
opening it to new communities and the spaces for diverse asccessibility and intagration of passive and strangthens the
public uses. urban fabric. events and activities. sochal interaction. design strategies. city over timae.
CROSS SECTION LONGITUDINAL SECTION OF THEATRE GREEN ROOF SYSTEM BRIDGE CONNECTION
OF MULTIFUNCTIOMAL BUILDING scale 1:150 (ISOPAN FLAT ROOF GOLD MENTION)
seabs 1100
Gnpery 1 Dynamic caiiing with
lb.’—OdM::'h: Roof) designed holes ta gat 1 Wegotation layer
e a3 T i d.l-f I.igh! &% bght beams

Grerwing mdiim
e aluminiuen framed

lass window panel ? l -

z
[
Seund-abaatbing 3 Droinape layor
4 Waerproof membrans
Stesl columa ol P
5 Insulation loyer (ISOPAN)
Mornsnental circulation cone Marni ko pan J
with ISOPAN cladding plaas cladeings wall 6 Vapor barrier
T Struetural dock
Suspended celing
B Rminwater collection
Gym / Yoga / Studia Foyer Balcory Stage Srare
Back stage

Matteo Borsetti

Architect | Researcher info@matteoborsetticom www. mattecborsetti.com
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City Plaza Civie Platform Bridge Theatre



SENEGAL SCHOOL

SECONDARY SCHOOL COMPETITION
DJILAKH, SENEGAL

The proposal for the secondary school in Djilakh, Senegal,
draws inspiration from the principles of sustainable
architecture and the deep connection to the local context.

The project is organized around a central shaded
courtyard, the true heart of the school, which fosters
social interaction, collective activities and natural
ventilation.

Classrooms and specialized spaces are arranged
around this core, ensuring cross-ventilation, natural light
and a constant dialogue between indoor and outdaor.

The use of local materials, passive cooling strategies and
grean areas minimizes environmental impact while
creating a healthy and comfortable leaming
enviranment.

Moare than a building, the school is conceived as a place
of knowledge, community and growth, where architecturs
becomes a tool for education and social development.

TYPE
LOCATION
STATUS Competition
YEAR 2028
SERPENTIME WALL
COMPRESSED EARTH BLOCKS ™|
[CEB)WITH POROUS ALIGRMENT
FOR PASSIVE VENTILATION,
THERMAL MASS, & STRUCTURAL OPTIMIZED BAMBOO
s ST ROOF TRUSSES
CLEAR SPAN OVER CLASSROOMS
TO BRING LOADS DOWN TO

BAMBOO COLUMNS

PROGRAMMATIC LAYERS
PLAYGROUND, LIVESTOCK PEN, ™)
COMMUNITY GARDEN PROVIDE

PRACTICAL EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS

THATCHED ROOF
HIGH PITCH FOR RAINWATER

RUNCFF AS WELL AS THERMAL
VENTILATION VIA STACK EFFECT/
LAYERED WITH WATERPROOF MEMERANE

BAMBOO ROOF TRUSS,
3MCC.

CROSS ERACED

[ CLERESTORY QPENING FOR.
o STACK EFFECT VENTILATION,

DUST ECREEN

OPERABLE JALOUSIE-
STYLE LOUVERS

CLASSROOM SHADED
INTERIORS PORTICO

SUSTAINABLE ARCHITECTURE FOR EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY

Education Community
Spaces designed "@:’ Architecture that
for learning and @ﬁ@ brngs people
qrewth together

Sustainability

Lol gt
a better future.

OPEN COURTYARD

SHADED

Rezdience
Adaptable design
for long-term
performance

CLASSROOM
PORTICO  INTERIORS

| N

‘ ‘ Architecture can cpen
opportunities and build
a better future for
young generations.

Matteo Borsetti

Architect | Researcher

PITCHED ROOF, ROUNDED, 45 DEG
THATCHED TOP LAYER,
COMPQSITE UNDERLAYMENT

EXTEND ROOF OVER FGRTICQ

LOAD-BEARING BAMBOO COLUMN
LOAD BEARING WALLS TO SUPPORT RCGF

PPOROUS CEB SERPENTINE WALL
FOR STRUCTURE, LIGHT, AND AR

info@matteoborsetti.com
www.mattecborsetti.com
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BEYOND THE PEAK

Beyond the Peak is an emergency shelter designed to meet the
specific needs of mountaineers in high-altitude environments,
offering refuge in critical sifuations. Its compact yet efficlent
design accommodates belween & and 12 people. striking a
balance between functionality and space. Placed strategically
near ascent routes in high mountain areas, the bivouac serves
as a vilal safety point for climbers, offering protection from
exireme weather conditions when immediate shelter can be
lifesaving.

The design of the shelter is inspired by the highest peak of the
surrounding mountain, symbolicaily connecting the structure
with its environmanl. The building Is positioned with careful
consideration of its surroundings. The north side of the structure
faces the peak. aligning it with the mountain’s highes! point to
reinforce the symbaolic connection to the summit. Meanwhile, the
soulh side opens toward the alpine mountains, offering a view
of the breaihlaking landscape. This thoughtlul orientation nat
anly masimizes the shelter's cennection with the peak but also
allows the occupants to appreciale the surrounding alpine beauty
while mabiaining p ion frem harsh ther conditions.

To ensure the shelter's ability to withstand extreme elemenis,
sustainable and durable materials have been chosen. The structure
is built using cross-laminated timber (KLAM) panels, which offer
both strength and lightweight propertiea, cruclal for high-altitude
construction. These panels are made from sustainably sourced
wood, contribuling to the shelier's eco-Iriendly credenials.

The exterior of the shelter is covered with PREFALZ aluminum,

a highly resilient rocfing material that is both lightwesght and
highly resiztant to extreme weather. PREFALZ aluminum roofing

is chosen for its durability and abillty to withstand harsh conditions:
such as heavy snow, wind, and rain, all while providing a low-
maintenance selulion for remote areas. The use of this material,

in combination with solar panels and aluminum panels for the
structure, ensures that the bivouac remains energy-efficient,
capable of harnessing solar power to support minimal lighting

and other essential systems inside.

Due to the remete and challenging locations of high-altitude
environments, traditional construction metheds are impractical
Ta overcome these challenges, prefabricated materials are
delivered to the site by helicopter. This method allows for rapid
and efficient assembly. reducing the time and eflort required to
build in such inaccessible terrain. The use of helicopters for
fransportation ensures that the malerials can be flown direcily
to the construction site, helping challenges due to the harsh
mauntain conditions,

In conclusion, Beyond the Peak is a well-thoughi-out and
sustainable emergency shelter, specifically designed to meet the
needs of mountaineers in perilous conditions. lts compaci, durable
design, sirategic arientation, use of sustainable materials, and
innovalive canstruction methods make it a crucial addition to
high-allitude mountaineering safety infrastruciure.
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PREFALZ SOLAR MODULE 500 PREFALZ ALUMINUM ROOF 5¥STEM
Dimensians: 2,008 x 408 mm Material: Costed sluminum, 0.7 mm thick.

Power: 150 Wpipiecs cail coatin

INTERIOR MATERIAL:
ELAM Paneis

BASE MATERIAL:

Concrate GLASS MATERIAL:

Tempered Glass

SPRING / FALL SOLSTICE
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WINTER SOLSTICE SUMMER SOLSTICE
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THE SPHERE MUSEUM

The Sphere Museum - Museum of Emotionsisa
monumental space dedicated 1o the exploration of
human emotions through immersive art, light,
sound, and technology.

Its spherical form represents whalenass, unity and
continuity — a shape without beginning or and,
symbolizing the infinite complexity of the human
soul.

The museum s conceived as a sensory journay
where architecture and expenence merge into one.
Visitors move through a sequence of immersive
enviranments, each dedicated to a primary
emotion, engaging sight, sound, touch and
perception.

The exterior skin bacomes a dynamic display,
transforming the building into a living entity that
communicates with the city, while the interior
embraces visitors in a continuous flow of
emations.

The Sphere Museum is not just a building,
but an experience that makes emaotion visible,
intangible, unforgettable.

NEGATIVE EMOTIONS THE TUNNEL THE LIGHT THE SPHERE POSITIVE EMOTIONS

ANGER « FEAR - SADNESS TRANSITION : UNCERTAINTY AWARENESS - DISCOVERY INMNER PEACE - CONNECTION JOY - LOVE -

RENITY - CALM

TYPE Competition

YEAR 2024

CONCEPT DIAGRAM - A JOURNEY FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT

o = | =
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NEGATIVE THE TUNMNEL THE LIGHT THE SPHERE POSITIVE
EMOTICNS TRANSITION AWARENESS CONNECTION EMOTIONS

A JOURNEY FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT

THE SPHERE MUSELUM - MUSEUM OF EMOTIONS COMPETITION 2024 CONCEPT & VISUALIZATION MATTEQ BORSETTI



09
TOWER HOUSE

SOUTH ELEVATION

A house concelved as a living system, exploring
impermanance through the relationship between
shape and void, fight and shadow.

At its core, a 12-melre ecological ventilation tower
naturally expels hot air while drawing fresh air through
the house, creating a passive cooling system and
avertical environmental spine,

Locally sourced coral-stone breeze blocks fitter
daylight and reduce solar penefration, ensuring
privacy and thermal comfort.

Solar panels and sustainable strategies reduce
energy consumption. The 15 x 30 m plot organires
private and semi-private spaces arcund shaded

NGRTH ELEVATION
courtyards and open areas, culminating in a rooftop
garden and family outdoor living. ARG B
1 Gorage
e 1 2. Dviver ! Maid Room
TYPE Competition | 3. Lsundry
o [ : 4. Swimming Poct
YEAR 2023 gl kit
; it 5. Mapis
LOCATION Dubal, UAE S 6 Living oo
F.  iiichen
STATUS Concept b B S|
9,  Dining frea
PROGRAM Private House 10, Masler Bedroom
11, . Aoofiop Seating Area
PLOT SIZE 15% 30 m 12, Bolas Panals
acaiy 1200 woale 1,200 ol 1200
CONGEPT VENTILATION TOWER SUSTAINABLE STRATEGIES MATERIALS & TEXTURE E
Impemanence Passkve Cooling System Passive Design Local identity
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Tha 12 m high scological tower % ,.'IPJ 9 /!,])li TEXTURED CORAL STONE
oapain kot air and drows rash sl Eoiar Dogignt Tharmal PLASTER FLOORING
£ool air into the houss Vonttabon  Energy  Contrel Do

SECTION A-A  scale 1:200

] 1200m !
= (S
i = | \ % !
| 4700w | viced L
[ S :
= o & !
X +850m i
T VENTILATION TOWER SOLAR PARELS BREEZE BLOGK
| Ths varfical fomer croatos & BVLIOHT Coral siong breesn biacks
g | 0 8 Etack ffact. nabcully Selae onbtfy productisn roduce polr gisn
.[ — = i axpeling wanm alr. and dopigin peovice and anaure privecy
wukanabie powoer ‘withe afioning
andd nitunal g, natural verifation

TOWER HOUSE - DUBAI COMPETITION 2023 | CONCEPT & VISUALIZATION



Fukuoka, Japan / Site Area

MUSE (32-X)
FUKLOKA, JAPAMN

MEDHT,

Rl
mind and Gpint.

Irspired by Japaress lemphes, Zen
garckens and the principles of feng shud,
tha architechumn is swbceding
sapenenoe, proportion and kgt

The prapect guides the visi

pOgressve jowmiey from the prafane
o tha sacred, prsng through a
astuancd of porals, water, Gandens
8 suapenched wabtway.

Each edement is dasigred be evoion
slence, presence and inmer balance

TFE mpatiticsn
TEAR 20271

LOCATION Fukucka, Japan
STATUS Contipt
PROGRAM Meditation Center

SITE AREA BLO00 m* Bavisl widha e i5f e buslelenga emplas

Wirw of e workahos twer s e ons wall

3 Crowte 8 peacuil envinmemens and fiter oo
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Wi 0 Mol ety Pt Bboticn
wh Lhe GieetPeuss Fen Gatden
st e poad with PV system
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roo-sunlainabie

Top verw of e 1in srea
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Bebibl ot view o Bt buslinga coeplen
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Perspective View: Deconstruction
of the central “Cube” containing
the group meditation room and
the tea room upstairs.

Frontal view of the structure
and the central skylight
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